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MEDIA RELEASE 
2016 Australian Film Industry Box Office Statistics 

 
The 2017 MPDAA statistics confirm another successful year for Australian cinema box office, surpassing the 
record set in 2015. The A$1,259,337,000 box office CUME was an increase of 2.69% on the previous year. 
 
Finding Dory took line honours, closing 2016 at $48.56m, followed by Deadpool at $43.27m. 
 
Rogue One: a Star Wars Story closed 2016 at $36.39m after only 2 weeks in cinemas, as Suicide Squad  
($34.27m), Captain America: Civil War ($33.73m) and Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them ($31.20m) 
took the #4, #5 and #6 slots in the top 10 films for the year.  
 
In seventh position, Star Wars: the Force Awakens continued to be a force to be reckoned with, taking 
$31.15m.  The other top performing films of the year were The Jungle Book ($29.78m) and Batman V 
Superman: Dawn of Justice ($29.68m). 
 
Rounding out the Top 10 films, The Secret Life of Pets ($29.56m) drew young and young-at-heart 
Australians into cinemas.    
 
Australian films took $24m at the box office in 2016 with Mel Gibson’s Hacksaw Ridge booking $8.60m in 
Australia, over $200m globally, dominating the AFI/AACTA awards and gathering momentum for 
international awards in 2017. Red Dog: True Blue accrued $1.59m from Boxing Day to NY’s eve and has now 
reached over $6.7m. The Dressmaker continued its 2015 success, making $1.72m in 2016 for a CUME of 
$20.28m. 2017 promises an eventful year for local films, kicking off with Lion taking over $5m - the 5th 
biggest opening weekend for an Australian film.  
 
Three Australian documentaries managed to find a place in an increasingly crowded cinema schedule, 
earning them a spot on the list of top grossing Australian documentaries (excluding IMAX): Jen Peedom’s 
Sherpa ($1.27m #3) Taryn Brumfitt’s Embrace ($1.1m #5) and Eva Orner’s Chasing Asylum ($576k #8). 
 
Ground breaking cinema research showed that 84% of Australians go to the cinema – many of them at least 
once a week. 60% are more likely to watch a movie at the cinema than in any other way aside from free to 
air television, acknowledging that “There’s nothing like seeing a movie on the big screen”. 
 
Jo Bladen, Chair of the MPDAA and General Manager, Studios, (Australia & NZ), The Walt Disney Company, 
said, "The year’s diverse line up has proven to be much stronger than any previous year and demonstrates 
that cinema continues to provide a great value out of home experience for a broad audience, even in the 
face of an ever-increasing choice of leisure options.  
 
However, there are still a number of challenges to be faced, including the continuing battle with copyright 
theft which eats at the heart of the creative community.  We will continue to work with Government, other 
industry sectors and legislative authorities in 2017 and beyond, to ensure the future of the cinema 
experience". 
 



Commenting on the 2016 results, she said, “Australian audiences confirmed their love of cinema in 2016.  
And, with the first week of January recording the highest ever weekly box office, cinemas improving 
technology, seating and booking options and distributors signalling an extraordinary range of great films, 
2017 promises to be another great year at the movies.” 
 
Below is a list of the Top 10 films of 2016 and 2015 
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TOP 10 FILMS OF 2016 

(as at 31 December 2016) 

 

  TITLE DISTRIBUTOR 
BOX OFFICE IN 
2016 

1 FINDING DORY WALT DISNEY 48,558,612 

2 DEADPOOL FOX 43,266,237 

3 ROGUE ONE: A STAR WARS STORY WALT DISNEY 36,389,015 

4 SUICIDE SQUAD WARNER BROS 34,274,186 

5 CAPTAIN AMERICA: CIVIL WAR WALT DISNEY 33,733,539 

6 FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM WARNER BROS 31,203,292 

7 STAR WARS: THE FORCE AWAKENS WALT DISNEY 31,147,948 

8 THE JUNGLE BOOK WALT DISNEY 29,784,425 

9 BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE WARNER BROS 29,678,247 

10 THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS UNIVERSAL 29,557,247 

    TOTAL  $347,592,748 

 
TOP 10 FILMS OF 2015 
(as at 31 December 2015) 
 

  TITLE DISTRIBUTOR 
BOX OFFICE IN 
2015 

1 STAR WARS: THE FORCE AWAKENS WALT DISNEY 62,785,185 

2 JURASSIC WORLD UNIVERSAL 52,938,244 

3 FAST AND FURIOUS 7 UNIVERSAL 43,337,100 

4 THE AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON WALT DISNEY 40,113,085 

5 SPECTRE SONY PICTURES 34,578,531 

6 MINIONS UNIVERSAL 32,905,862 

7 INSIDE OUT WALT DISNEY 31,144,188 

8 THE HUNGER GAMES: MOCKINGJAY PART 2 ROADSHOW 29,002,702 

9 PITCH PERFECT 2 UNIVERSAL 28,125,863 

10 THE MARTIAN FOX 27,427,945 

  
 

TOTAL  $382,358,705 

 

http://www.mpdaa.org.au/home.nsf/Web_Films/OKAA-9RF6UG
http://www.mpdaa.org.au/home.nsf/Web_Films/OKAA-9P72S4
http://www.mpdaa.org.au/home.nsf/Web_Films/OKAA-A5G5XV
http://www.mpdaa.org.au/home.nsf/Web_Films/OKAA-9MV4D8
http://www.mpdaa.org.au/home.nsf/Web_Films/OKAA-9RF6S4
http://www.mpdaa.org.au/home.nsf/Web_Films/OKAA-9KJ9D5
http://www.mpdaa.org.au/home.nsf/Web_Films/OKAA-9LC3SE
http://www.mpdaa.org.au/home.nsf/Web_Films/OKAA-9RF6P7
http://www.mpdaa.org.au/home.nsf/Web_Films/OKAA-9AZ84L
http://www.mpdaa.org.au/home.nsf/Web_Films/OKAA-94X755

